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Pastor Dennis Laherty 

 
 

 
There seem to be three major holidays each year, Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter. All three have their origins involving a religion. All three have become 
secular, with at best, religious overtones.  
 
For me, I would say that Thanksgiving did start as a religious day with thanks being 
offered by pilgrims with their Quaker origins. As time went on, I saw Thanksgiving 
less and less as having a connection to religion and much more with a secular 
theme of being thankful for what I have. The original pictures in my mind of Pilgrims 
sitting down at a meal with Indians, “native American” wasn’t a phrase yet back 
then, became faint, as the treatment of native Americans became more widely 
emphasized. By the time I was in my 30’s I simply saw Thanksgiving as a time to  
be thankful for whatever I had, for family and friends and for the roasted turkey and 
trimmings that were a part of every dinner. By that age, pilgrims and Indians were 
no longer part of the holiday. 
 
As I consider the last several years, Thanksgiving has again taken on a significant 
religious meaning for me. I believe it comes from my greater appreciation of all that I 
have in my life as coming from God. Possessions are on the list but family and other 
relationships far surpass material things in importance. Health is also a large 
consideration on Thanksgiving. Like so many people I know, there have been health 
concerns over the years. Some of the medical issues have been serious, but 
whatever has come my way has always left me being thankful for how the Lord has 
brought me through and helped me grow even more in my thankfulness of the Lord 
in my life. 
 
In the end I believe that for me, Thanksgiving has become a highly significant 
religious holiday, one that I cherish. 
 
I can’t help but think of the expression spoken so genuinely and with such 
exuberance by many, “thank you Jesus”. 
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HAHO UPDATE  

Heart and Hands Outreach 
Sharing the Good News! 

  

 “Feed My Sheep” – John 21 
 

NOVEMBER HAHO REPORT  
 

Thanksgiving blessings to everyone in our generous and loving congregation!  Again many 
thanks for your help in packing hygiene bags last month.  240 bags were packed in 25 
minutes.  Fellowship, conversation and laughter was enjoyed by all who chose to be part of 
this great event.  
 
As explained on Sunday, October 20th during worship, our partners at First Lutheran in 
Fullerton have lost one of their partners in supplying food for their Caring Ministries Program 
which we currently support.  This comes at the time when they give out Thanksgiving baskets.  
We have accepted the challenge to collect as much as we can before delivery on November 
19, just a few days prior to their needed date of the 24th.  The list of needed items were 
handed out and the same list can be found below.  Thank you in advance for your generosity 
in helping feed others.  
 
If helping veterans is in your heart, we have been asked to give $25 and $50 gift cards to 
Patriots and Paws to be distributed for gas, groceries, etc.  A basket will be available at the 
welcome table in church or they can be dropped at the office.  
 
Collection of items for St. Jude’s Closet continues and names for the Angel Tree will arrive at 
the end of the month.  Again, if you have an interest in joining the HAHO committee that 
meets every other month on Saturday morning for an hour, contact the office PLEASE!  
 
 May your Thanksgiving be blessed as you look upon God’s goodness in your life! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



4 



5 

 
 

Thank you to the Praise Band of Jeff Ward, Susan Wright, Kevin Garcia, John Mathiesen, and Stephanie 
Young who provide spirited worship music each week. 
  
Thank you to the Chancel Choir for their beautiful anthems. 
  
Thank you to House of Faith for deep cleaning  the Moerer Hall Kitchen. 
  
Thank you to the many people who worked really hard to make Trunk or Treat a success...Janine Ward, 
Rose Ward, Jessica Pisetsky, Robin Ospital, Ricki Fehr, and Jeanette Parr for food service and to Bobby 
Wright, Kevin Garcia, and Jeff Ward for set up and decorations, for all the people who provided trunks and 
candies for our Trick or Treaters. Thank you to Cindy Reyes, Susan Wright, and MaryAnn Carlson for 
planning and arranging the event. 
  
Thank you to Jonine Sodders for her ongoing help and dedication with repairs and maintenance in 
addition to her duties as Pre-School Director. 
  
Thank you to the Church Council members who work tirelessly behind the scenes keeping the business of 
Emanuel on track in planning, finances, property care, worship and other issues to enable us to be in our 
community and worship God on a regular basis. 
  
Thank you to Lilly, our Office Manager who always manages to get everything done no matter how many 
distractions there are and for Jill Drummond who assists her regularly. 
  
Thank you to Sharon Frazier and her team who are working on the new banner. 
  
Thankful for the Emanuel Prayer Team who pray ceaselessly for all needs on a daily basis. 
  
Thanks to Jill Drummond for her many years of faithfully leading Study Buddies at Emanuel and to our 
current teachers. 
  
Thanks to all of the members who serve every week on check-in, communion servers, ushers, readers, 
and sound booth workers. 
  
Thanks to everyone who faithfully provides food and clothing for our outreach ministries. 
  
Thanks to everyone who participated in the packing of the hygiene kits for Pathways of Hope.  240 bags 
packed in 25 minutes...and it was FUN! 
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~ Sunday Bible Readings ~   
 

November 3                      November 10                    November 17                November 24              
Isaiah 25:6-9                     1 Kings 17:8-16          Daniel 12:1-3                 Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
Psalm 24            Psalm 146                     Psalm 16                Psalm 93 
Rev. 21:1-6a                      Heb. 9:24-28                     Heb. 10:11-14,19-25      Rev. 1:4b-8 
John 11:32-44           Mark 12:38-44          Mark 13:1-8                    John 18:33-37 
 

  Altar Flowers Donation 
We invite you to provide 
flowers for the altar on 
any Sunday Service!  
Sign up in the Narthex. 
On the Monday before 

flowers are expected, call Blooming 
Hills to order flowers. Cost will be 
$65.00 paid to Blooming Hills Florist, 
(562) 690-3347. Please take the 
flowers home after the service on 
Sunday, or they will be taken to a 
shut in that week. 

Continuing in the Library, 

Thursdays at 1pm 
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From the Board of Parish Education      November 2024 

Sunday School:   

• We have learned about Baby Moses, the Burning Bush and now have learned that God 
has told Moses that He is sending him to Pharaoh to ask him to let the Israelites go back 
to the Promise land. 

• Kids three years through seventh grade meet in Moerer Hall each Sunday.  Visitors are 
always welcome!   

• Offering:  We are saving our offering to purchase gifts for kids from the Angel Tree.   

Trunk Or Treat: 

• Many thanks to all who participated, decorated trunks, and helped with this festive event.  

We also thank Kirsten Garcia for making the trophies for the trunk decorating contest and 
reserving the Photo Booth for the event.   

Study Buddies FREE Tutoring:  

• Study Buddies meets Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00-4:30PM.  This program is open 

to all children in our surrounding neighborhood as well as our Emanuel Lutheran families.   

•  High School students are welcome to tutor---this would be a great way to earn 

community service.   

• Jill Drummond announced her retirement and will no longer serve as the leader of Study 

Buddies. If you need any further information about this program please contact the office 
and we’ll get back to you. 

Christmas Play:   

Our Christmas Musical was written by Susan Wright.  We are now rehearsing lines to the 

play and learning the music.  The play will reach all age levels of kids.  The date for this 
performance is Sunday, December 22 at the 10:00 AM service.  Be sure to join us at Sunday 
School as we present the new material and songs.  Come join us! It’s a great way to learn 
about the Christmas story. 

Please pray for the spiritual growth of our youth and adults. 

Parish Ed Team 
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  TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1 

Closed captioning is available on both YouTube and Facebook. 
  Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Instagram  

 

 Easy Ways to Support Emanuel Financially 
 

Thank you for your financial gifts to God through Emanuel Lutheran Church!!! Below 
are 4 ways to give: 
 

• Entryway offering plate • “Giving” link online at www.elclh.org 
• Mail to the Church Office • Text dollar amount to 562-210-0007 

 

Our bank has recently notified us how checks must be written in order to be accepted.  We are asking for 
your assistance to avoid future checks being refused. 
 

• Checks must be made payable to EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (full name written out) 
• Checks are to be written using blue or black ink only (other colors not acceptable) 
• Make sure the number in the amount is the same as the amount written in words  

 

  NOVEMBER JOY CIRCLE  
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2024  

9:30AM - 11:30AM  
 

Hello Emanuel ladies, come join Joy Circle this month.  As each 
week is a totally different study, you are never behind or lacking 
needed information.  In November we will be concluding the Ephesians 
based study entitled, “Living as Children of the Light”.  These studies 
have been very applicable to our lives and situations resulting in 
wonderful discussions and growth in understanding each other better.  
This of course develops into love of each other as well as compassion 
for each other’s challenges.  It is a very welcoming group of ladies who 
share faith in our Lord and Savior.  

Please plan to attend this month as you prepare for the holidays 
and take some time to be blessed by God through His word. 

 
 

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
http://www.elclh.org
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TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA 
LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church 
La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/
emanuel.lutheran.1 

 

Closed captioning is available on both  
YouTube and Facebook.  
Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Insta-
gram (emanuellahabra) for  upcoming events 

Emanuel Lutheran Preschool is 

now Enrolling students!  

• Our preschool is open all year-round. 
 
• We are state licensed, non-profit 

organization dedicated to providing an 
atmosphere of love and acceptance in 
which all children are encouraged to 
develop to their fullest potential. 

 
• Our teachers are dedicated to support 

and inspire your child’s progress. 
 
• Daily activities include motor 

development, social skills, and language 
skills to benefit your child at their 
appropriate level. 

 
If you or someone you know is looking for 
child care reach out to preschool director 
Jonine Sodders (562)694-5316 or email 
EmanuelPreschoolLaHabra@hotmail.com 

~  Prayer  ~ 

God’s Word tells us it is the 
most powerful force God 

has entrusted to us! 
 

Have a prayer request for 
yourself or others? 

Call or email the church office and  
we will share it with the Prayer 

Team. 
 

Want to make time to pray  
with others?   

Consider joining the Prayer Group 
in person in the Youth Room or via 

Zoom 8:30-9:30 AM Saturday 
mornings. 

 

Want to be part of the Prayer 
Team?  

Contact the church office.  

 

FREE Study Buddies Tutoring  
 

Tuesday & Thursday, 
 3-4:30 pm  

Study Buddies, our FREE tutoring program 

for grades 1-6, meets at Emanuel on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3-4:30 PM in 

the Hope Center Library.   
 

If you'd like to contribute to the fun, they are 
always in need of snacks for the kids.  
Lunch box size bags of chips and small 
water bottles are supplied to our students 
while they study.  
 

Invite a friend or neighbor! 
Flyers are available at 
Sunday’s Welcome Table.  
 

 

 

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
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 Pray For One Another November 2024 
    *** Save this for reference throughout the month. *** 
 

   “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 
 

 
 

Special Prayer Focus for This Month 
 

~ This month, join us in praying that the community may know Christ! 
    We believe that man’s greatest need is to hear and believe in the truth of the gospel. On our own, 

each one of us is totally depraved and hopelessly lost, and yet the free gift of salvation is available 
for all who repent of their sin and put their trust in Jesus Christ. He is the way, and the truth, and the 
life, and no one comes to the Father but through Him (John 14:6). 

 

~ For all people dealing with natural disasters around the world. Those who have lost loved 
ones, homes, pets and everything they own.  

 

 

Continuing Prayers 

~ V.J. Roberts ~ Stephanie Young  ~ Jean Cugini ~ Marsha Maynard 
~ Sharon Frazier  ~ Dan Toussaint  ~ Shelley Reesman ~ Connie Bogosian  
~ Mischelle and John Uhlman ~ Jerry Schnakenberg ~ Charlotte   
~ Maiju and Wolfgang Hessel ~ Chuck Holtzendorff  ~ Cathy Spangler    

 
Assisted Living Centers/Homebound 

~ Shirley Jordan – Park Vista                                ~ Jean Arata 
~ Margaret Roberts – Addie’s Cottage Anaheim        ~ Lee Reitzel – Emerald Court          

 
Friends and Family to Remember 

~ Mike Petrelli (Doris Rossoni son)    ~ Nick Rossoni (Doris Rossoni’s grandson)   
~ Jesse Valdez    ~ Abigail and Belinda and her family   
~ Dani, Luke, Jane & family                                                    ~ Diana Holtzendorff and family   
~ Lin Baesler 
 
  
Prayers of Thanksgiving  

 
~ For all God’s blessings, those we see and so many big and small ways God provides for our needs, 

often before we even know our need  
 
~ Thank You, God, for those who are here to share these blessings this month, for the generosity of 

our hosts that make this possible. Bless those who are here and those who are in our hearts, and all 
those who are  not as fortunate.  

 

 
If you have prayer concerns to add to Emanuel’s list, please contact the church office at (562) 691-
0656.   
Once a month, names will be removed from the list that have been in print at least eight consecutive 
weeks (except those who request extended prayer). You are welcome to re-submit any names 
removed from the list, or you may remove a name at any time by contacting the church office. Thank 
you.  
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Book of Luke 
Wed 9-10 am in the Library 

**No experience needed!!* 

We are reading the book of Luke. Come join us in the Emanuel 
library 9 a.m. Wednesday. Call or email the church office at churchinfo@elclh.org 
to receive the Zoom link if you can not make it in person. All you need is a 
computer, tablet or smartphone.  

Christ in Our Home 
Oct/Nov/Dec NOW 
Available 

This quarterly devotional 
resource encourages us to live 
out our faith daily. Each 
reflective reading is accompanied by a 
daily scripture reference and prayer for the 
day that follows the Revised Common 
Lectionary. Booklets are available in the 
church entryway or office. Email 
churchinfo@elclh.org if you would like a 
copy mailed to you. 

 The 2nd Mile Giving        
Envelope for Nov. is: 

Caring Hands Food Bank 

mailto:churchinfo@elclh.org
Lilly Hernandez
Cross-Out
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