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Pastor Dennis Laherty 

 

 

Over the years there has been one word in my vocabulary that has defined Christmas.  The word is 
“Incarnation.”  For me this word defines the day, the season, and really life with Jesus better than any 
other. 
 
At Easter, and during the following weeks, we talk about the “living Lord.”  We refer to the 
Resurrection, Jesus walking with his disciples and providing new life for those who follow him. The 
impact of the Easter season goes without saying because of the long-lasting impact on our daily lives. 
 
Christmas, and the Incarnation of Jesus is different. For me it brings to mind that the event occurred 
because God the Father made a decision for all creation. The Father came to a point in time when it 
was decided that the law of God just wasn’t working out. I imagine that the Father looked down, saw 
Mary and Joseph her betrothed, knew of the faithfulness of both of them, knew they would serve as 
Jesus’ first disciples, then being one with the Spirit, saw to it that she was to bear a son, the Son. I 
can’t help but feel that in some mystical way the Father and the Spirit rejoiced because God would now 
be Incarnate on the earth. The presence of the Lord would be more powerful than it had ever been. 
The future of Creation was secure because God Incarnate would be among the people. He would be 
welcomed as a newborn, develop as a toddler, grow through adolescence and become a well adjusted 
adult. All this occurred while being cultivated in the synagogue and the Temple as the fulfillment of the 
law, the Messiah and Savior of the World. 
  
We know of many other names for Jesus. This time of year especially we hear of Him as the Prince of 
Peace, the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. But all of this began when the Father decided that the 
Incarnation would be the starting point. 
 
This Christmas season I would pray that all people could find a new place in their heart to welcome this 
living God. As we greet a new year, I would additionally pray that the Incarnation lives on as we grow 
with this special presence of the Lord as he touches our lives each day.  
 
A Blessed Incarnation to you all.  
 

Burrito Ministry 
 
 

December 14 come join us at 10:00 am as we prepare burritos to be taken out to 
those who are hungry. You may also be one to accompany others who go out to 
deliver them.  
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   Advent & Christmas Worship  

December 1 through December 29 — 10 AM Worship Service 
  

  

 DECEMBER 1/1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT — Worship Service at 10 am 
          10 am Worship  
           

DECEMBER MIDWEEK SCRIPTURE AND PRAISE WEDNESDAYS 
           10:15 am December 4, 11, 18 Midweek advent  in the library  
 
DECEMBER 8/2ND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
          11 am  Emanuel’s Annual Meeting with potluck 
 
DECEMBER 15/3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS  
                 10 am Worship  
          Lessons and Carols with Communion 
      
DECEMBER 22/4TH SUNDAY IN ADVENT_—-CHILDREN’S PLAY  
         10 am Worship    
          “A Crazy Busy Christmas” Children’s play with Communion  
            
DECEMBER 24 CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 7 pm 
 
DECEMBER 29/1ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS   
         10 am Worship  

 
 
 
 

“Hanging of the Greens” 
Help decorate the church for 

Christmas!! 
 

Saturday, December 14, starting 
at 2 PM 

in the Sanctuary.   
Christmas music will be playing. 

Come join us! 

 
 
 
 

 
Order your poinsettias now to beautify the 

altar area at our Christmas worship services.  
Cost is $12 each. Please make checks 

payable to Emanuel Lutheran Church and 
place in the offering plate or mail to the 

church office by December 2, 2024. Please 
indicate on your check memo line “for 

poinsettias.”  
Ordering forms in Narthex.   

Annual Meeting and potluck Sunday,  
December 8th  

after 10 am Worship  

 

Join us for Emanuel’s Annual Congregational Meeting over brunch/lunch 

in Moerer Hall. The purpose of this meeting will be to approve the 2025 

budget, elect council members, receive 2024 ministry reports and 

approve the updates to our Constitution and Bylaws.  

PLEASE make every effort to be a part of this important meeting in 

the life of our community of faith. Thank you for prayers and generous 

support of Emanuel’s ministries! 
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HAHO UPDATE  

Heart and Hands Outreach 
Sharing the Good News! 

  

 “Feed My Sheep” – John 21 
 

 
 
 

HAHO OPPORTUNITIES FOR DECEMBER 
 

We haven’t even celebrated Thanksgiving and are preparing for our December 
outreach projects! 
 
To begin, thanks to every one of you who took to heart the need for extra food and 
gift cards for Caring Ministries. Praise the Lord for your generosity and loving 
kindness to those in need. 
 
We are excited to have made the decision to support the Wings Shelter for families 
fleeing trauma again this year. Many leave their homes with only the clothes they are 
wearing! We aid in helping these families by giving them the items they request as 
most needed. Then they have a wish list for something they truly would like to 
receive .Your generosity in the past has been overwhelming! Our prayer is that it will 
be so again. The Angel Tree with names and requests is expected to be out by the 
first Sunday in December. 
 
As a final request, please keep those jackets and warm winter clothes coming for St. 
Jude’s Closet who help the homeless community. Large sizes are always most 
needed and we thank you in advance for your caring hearts. 
May the Lord bless you this Christmas as you have blessed so many in 2024. Please 
keep all these wonderful organizations in prayer! 
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Angel Tree  
For those who may not know, the Angel tree is the way we reach out 
to abused children and their parent at Christmas! Names are received 
from the WINGS Shelter with a list of needed and desired gift 
requests. The names will be available on Sundays December 1 and 8 
and must be returned by Wednesday, December 18! No Fail! 
Thank you in advance for your loving generosity! 

Monday Jan. 6, 2025  
Noon to 6pm 
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Thankful for our guest preacher, seminarian Amanda Pulos, who provides us with thought provoking 
messages and leads worship. 
  
Thankful for all of the ministry chairpeople who compiled information and provided information for the 
Annual Report. 
  
Thankful for Jonine Sodders who continues to provide help on the campus, even though it is outside of 
her job. 
  
Thankful for Lilly Hernandez who works tirelessly coordinating all of our meetings, services, special 
events and does it with grace. 
  
 Thankful for Jill Drummond who helps with office needs. 
  
Thankful for our Study Buddy Tutors who consistently help with children’s learning. 
  
Thankful for all those who help with check-in, Communion service, ushers, greeting, reading, sound 
booth, and all other needs at our worship services. 
  
Thankful for our members who hop in to fix things at a moment’s notice, including Jack Ward, Jeff Ward, 
John Ospital, Chip Whitcher, and so many others. 
  
Thankful for Sharon Frazier, Candy Keller, and others who are re-working our Christmas banner so 
beautifully. 
  
Thankful for everyone who faithfully attends worship and who gives their time, talent, and financial gifts 
to God through Emanuel. 
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  Altar Flowers Donation 
We invite you to provide 
flowers for the altar on 
any Sunday Service!  
Sign up in the Narthex. 
On the Monday before 

flowers are expected, call Blooming 
Hills to order flowers. Cost will be 
$65.00 paid to Blooming Hills Florist, 
(562) 690-3347. Please take the 
flowers home after the service on 
Sunday, or they will be taken to a 
shut in that week. 

Continuing in the Library, 

Thursdays at 1pm 

~ Sunday Bible Readings ~   
                   

    
  Advent  1                Advent 2                 Advent  3                  Advent 4     First Sunday of Christmas 
   

  December 1              December 8            December 15             December 22        December 29 
Jeremiah 33:14-16     Malachi 3:1-4           Zeph. 3:14-20             Micah 5:2-5a                1 Sam 2:18-20,26 
Psalm 25:1-10            Luke 1:68-79           Isaiah 12:2-6     Psalm 80:1-7         Psalm 148  
1 Thess 3:9-13           Philippians 1:3-11    Philippians 4:4-7         Hebrews 10:5-10          Col 3:12-17 
Luke 21:25-36            Luke 3:1-6                Luke 3:7-18                Luke 1:39-55         Luke 2:41-52 
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December 2024-From the Board of Parish Education 

Sunday School Class Schedule: Join us on Sunday mornings for classes for all age 
groups starting at age three to sixth grade from 11:00 –11:45AM.  Visitors are always 
welcome!   

Sunday School: We are now devoting all Sunday School lessons to expanding our 
understanding of the story told in our Christmas play and learning the songs.  

Bible Presentation: Bella Armendariz was presented the Adventure Bible in 
November. 

Offerings: During November and December, offerings will be used to purchase gifts 
for a boy and a girl from the WINGS shelter. The students can see how their offering 
can help others in this special way, especially kids just like them.   

Study Buddies FREE Tutoring: Study Buddies meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 3:00-4:30 PM for children in grades 1-6. We have five dedicated students who 
attend every week. Two new students are joining us in December. Study Buddies will 
be taking off for winter recess from Tuesday, Dec.17 through Jan. 6.   Study Buddies 
will resume on Tuesday, January 7. This program is open to all children in our 
surrounding neighborhood as well as our Emanuel Lutheran family.  Invite your 
friends!     

Christmas Play: “A Crazy Busy Christmas” musical written by our very own Susan 
Wright will be presented on Sunday, December 22 at 10:00 AM.  A potluck luncheon 
will follow the performance in Moerer Hall.  The kids are so excited and energetic 
about serving in this way. Come and join us!  Bring your friends.  See how the 
Christmas carolers discover the real meaning of Christmas. The play has been a great 
way for our youth to learn about the Christmas story.   

Please continue to pray for the spiritual growth of the youth and adults. 

Board of Parish Education   
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  TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1 

Closed captioning is available on both YouTube and Facebook. 
  Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Instagram  

 

 Easy Ways to Support Emanuel Financially 
 

Thank you for your financial gifts to God through Emanuel Lutheran Church!!! 
 Below are 4 ways to give: 
 

• Entryway offering plate • “Giving” link online at www.elclh.org 
• Mail to the Church Office • Text dollar amount to 562-210-0007 

 

Our bank has recently notified us how checks must be written in order to be accepted.  We are asking for 
your assistance to avoid future checks being refused. 
 

• Checks must be made payable to EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (full name written out) 
• Checks are to be written using blue or black ink only (other colors not acceptable) 
• Make sure the number in the amount is the same as the amount written in words  

 

DECEMBER JOY CIRCLE Monday, December 16, 2024  
9:30AM - 11:00AM 

 
We will be meeting in December.  In fact, we take this opportunity 

to share a favorite Christmas treat with one another, if you desire.  
Please do not feel obligated as there is always more than enough food 
provided!    

This would be a great time to join us for the last meeting of the 
year.  We will meet at 9:30AM and conclude by 11:00AM.  The Bible 
Study will again come from the ELCA Women’s Gather Magazine.  As 
of yet we do not know the title of the study or devotional, but will have 
copies available for the 16th.  

May you each experience joy as only the Lord can bring as you 
celebrate our Lord’s birth this Christmas! 

 

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
http://www.elclh.org
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TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA 
LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church 
La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/
emanuel.lutheran.1 

 

Closed captioning is available on both  
YouTube and Facebook.  
Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Insta-
gram (emanuellahabra) for  upcoming events 

Emanuel Lutheran Preschool is 

now Enrolling students!  

• Our preschool is open all year-round. 
 
• We are state licensed, non-profit 

organization dedicated to providing an 
atmosphere of love and acceptance in 
which all children are encouraged to 
develop to their fullest potential. 

 
• Our teachers are dedicated to support 

and inspire your child’s progress. 
 
• Daily activities include motor 

development, social skills, and language 
skills to benefit your child at their 
appropriate level. 

 
If you or someone you know is looking for 
child care reach out to preschool director 
Jonine Sodders (562)694-5316 or email 
EmanuelPreschoolLaHabra@hotmail.com 

~  Prayer  ~ 

God’s Word tells us it is the 
most powerful force God 

has entrusted to us! 
 

Have a prayer request for 
yourself or others? 

Call or email the church office and  
we will share it with the Prayer 

Team. 
 

Want to make time to pray  
with others?   

Consider joining the Prayer Group 
in person in the Youth Room or via 

Zoom 8:30-9:30 AM Saturday 
mornings. 

 

Want to be part of the Prayer 
Team?  

Contact the church office.  

 

FREE Study Buddies Tutoring  
 

Tuesday & Thursday, 
 3-4:30 pm  

Study Buddies, our FREE tutoring program 

for grades 1-6, meets at Emanuel on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3-4:30 PM in 

the Hope Center Library.   
 

If you'd like to contribute to the fun, they are 
always in need of snacks for the kids.  
Lunch box size bags of chips and small 
water bottles are supplied to our students 
while they study.  

 

Invite a friend or neighbor! 
Flyers are available at 
Sunday’s Welcome Table.  
 

 

 

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1


11 

 Pray For One Another December 2024 
    *** Save this for reference throughout the month. *** 
 

   “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 
 

 
 

Special Prayer Focus for This Month 
 

~ This month, join us in praying that the community may know Christ! 
    We believe that people’s greatest need is to hear and believe in the truth of the gospel. On our own, 

each one of us is totally depraved and hopelessly lost, and yet the free gift of salvation is available 
for all who repent of their sin and put their trust in Jesus Christ. He is the way, and the truth, and the 
life, and no one comes to the Father but through Him (John 14:6). 

 

~ For all people dealing with natural disasters around the world. Those who have lost loved 
ones, homes, pets and everything they own.  

 

 

Continuing Prayers 

~If you have Prayer requests for the next 8 weeks, please contact the Church office to add names.  

 
Assisted Living Centers/Homebound 

~ Shirley Jordan – Park Vista                                ~ Jean Arata 
~ Margaret Roberts – Addie’s Cottage Anaheim        ~ Lee Reitzel – Emerald Court          

 
Friends and Family to Remember 

 
~Please call the office to update this list. 
  
Prayers of Thanksgiving  

 
~ For all God’s blessings, those we see and so many big and small ways God provides for our needs, 

often before we even know our need.  
 
~ Thank You, God, for those who are here to share these blessings this month, for the generosity of 

our hosts that make this possible. Bless those who are here and those who are in our hearts, and all 
those who are  not as fortunate.  

 

 
If you have prayer concerns to add to Emanuel’s list, please contact the church office at (562) 691-
0656.   
Once a month, names will be removed from the list that have been in print at least eight consecutive 
weeks (except those who request extended prayer). You are welcome to re-submit any names 
removed from the list, or you may remove a name at any time by contacting the church office. Thank 
you.  
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Book of Luke 
Wed 9-10 am in the Library 

**No experience needed!!* 

We are reading the book of Luke. Come join us in the Emanuel 
library 9 a.m. Wednesday. Call or email the church office at churchinfo@elclh.org 
to receive the Zoom link if you can not make it in person. All you need is a 
computer, tablet or smartphone.  

Christ in Our Home 
Oct/Nov/Dec NOW 
Available 

This quarterly devotional 
resource encourages us to live 
out our faith daily. Each 
reflective reading is accompanied by a 
daily scripture reference and prayer for the 
day that follows the Revised Common 
Lectionary. Booklets are available in the 
church entryway or office. Email 
churchinfo@elclh.org if you would like a 
copy mailed to you. 

 The 2nd Mile Giving        
Envelope for Dec. is: 

Good Samaritan Fund 

mailto:churchinfo@elclh.org
Lilly Hernandez
Cross-Out
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