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Hello Emanuel Community, 
 
I am honored to be writing to you for the first time. Given my newness in the congregation, I 
wanted to take this opportunity not only to share something about myself but also to give you a 
brief reflection as we approach Pentecost. 
 
A fun fact about me: I coached baseball and softball for nine years. When called into ministry, I 
traded my coach’s hat for a collar. One of the most meaningful lessons I learned from coaching 
is that while I can not always control the outcome of the game, I can pay attention to how I 
show up in my attitude and effort. This perspective has helped me navigate moments in 
ministry with a greater sense of peace and purpose.  
 
As we approach Pentecost—the day we remember the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the 
birth of the Church—we’re reminded that God often moves in unexpected ways. Uncertain and 
gathered in one place, the disciples were suddenly empowered to speak, lead, and serve in 
new and courageous ways. However, it was their attitudes that allowed them to be vessels in 
this powerful transforming moment. Pentecost invites us to be open to the Spirit’s movement, 
even when the path ahead feels unclear. 
 
Each of us is a beloved child of God, created uniquely and purposefully. Just as every team is 
made stronger by the unique strengths of its players, I’ve already seen in my short time at 
Emanuel what a remarkable and gifted community this is. The Spirit is already moving in 
powerful ways among you—in your hospitality, dedication, and openness. I’m truly thrilled to be 
part of the pastoral team and filled with anticipation for what the Spirit has in store for our future 
together. 
 
I look forward to getting to know each of you more deeply as we continue this journey of faith. 
 
Blessings,  
Amanda Pulos 
Assistant Minister 
 

ASSISTANT MINISTER 
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2025 Pacifica Synod Assembly 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the Pacifica Synod Assembly at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church in Dana Point. We had a day and a half packed full of sessions and activities. Our day 
began with a Mariachi Band opening up our Worship Service, afterwards we jumped right into 
business. We spent most of the morning listening to reports and stories. An example of one of 
the stories was about Maui’s recovery from their devastating fires. Our Synod members 
donated $534,800 to be shared among 9 organizations. Lutheran World Relief donated 
$98,000 to provide portable showers and laundry services to people, many of whom are still 
living in their cars. There continues to be a great need for donations as the needs are still great 
and many donations are dropping off. Many other stories were scattered among the assembly. 
After lunch we began debating and passing resolutions and memorials. Pastor Laherty was 
recognized and honored for his 50 years of Rostered Ministry. We held elections for positions 
open within the Synod, and were more than educated about the budget of the Synod. 
 
The second day included passing the budget for the next year and continuing discussion and 
voting on resolutions and memorials. An increase of 3% was passed for Rostered Ministers 
(both Ministers of the Word and Sacrament and Ministers of Word and Service). Resolutions 
and Memorials passed related to the ELCA committing to acknowledge and respect Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous women, girls, and 2S, caring for our Immigrant Neighbors, as well as 
members and for their mental health and spirituality. There was a call for Unity because we 
are all members of one body in Christ. 
 
Pastor Laherty and I are available to answer any questions you may have. 
    
Respectfully Submitted,  
Robyn Ospital 
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Heart and Hands Outreach 
Sharing the Good News! 

  

 “Feed My Sheep” – John 21 
 

 

JUNE HAHO UPDATE 
 
This month our focus is on helping Caring Ministries with four specific needed food items.  We 
are also working with Northgate Market, thanks to Pastor Laherty, to obtain the best prices for 
those desiring to help.  The four items most needed are cereals, 1# packages of beans and rice,  
pasta, and canned meats.  Our goal is to overwhelm them this month and fill their shelves with 
these particular items. 
 
We thank all of you who donated for your generosity to Patriots and Paws and to Robyn and John 
Ospital and Jerry Schnakenberg for packing and delivering the items. 
 
As we move into summer we will be looking toward helping St. Jude’s Closet upon hearing of 
what they most need.   
 
Again, many thanks for sharing your faith and love through action!   
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Thank you to Jeanette for filling in as a counter when needed.  
 
Thank you to Aiden Van Dyk for joining our Sound Booth team. 
 
Thank you to our Stephen Ministry team for the caring work they do: Sharon Frazier, Robyn 
Ospital, Cici Schnakenberg, Jeanette Parr and MaryAnn Carlson. 
 
Thanks to Rose Ward, Sue Morgan, Mary Ann Carlson and VJ Roberts for setting up the altar and 
communion every Sunday. 
 
Thanks to all who bring clothing for our St. Jude Clothing drive and to Sharon and Todd Frazier 
for delivering the loads for us. 
 
Thanks to Connie Bogosian for her help stuffing bulletins while Jill was “one handed”. 
 
Thanks to everyone on our Preschool Board Susan Wright, Connie Bogosian, Robyn Ospital and 
Celeste Templeton for your support. 
 
Thanks to the ladies who helped with the funeral this month. 
 
Thanks to our Saturday Prayer team for the diligence they have done over the years in holding 
our church in prayer. 
 
Thanks to our tutors who have finished another school year of Study Buddies: MaryAnn Carlson, 
Denise Whitcher, Susan Wright, John Dobson, Steve White and Suzanne Dietrich. 
 
Thank you to Jerry Schnakenberg for overseeing the roof work on Moerer Hall. 
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St Jude Closet 

 
St Jude Medical Center has a community closet that supplies clothes to patients and homeless in 
need. Emanuel, through HAHO, has decided to take on the task of helping to keep that closet 
stocked. Here’s where you can help. Check your closets for the following items you aren’t using and 
bring them to church – gently used, please. A collection box will be available in the narthex. 

This list of requested clothing will also be on the narthex table, so pick one up on your way in or out 

of church if you need a new one.  We do ask that you stay within the list as we’ve received some 

items that we weren’t able to take such as dresses, women’s shorts/skirts, and children’s clothes.  

Any questions about items on the list, please call Sharon Frazier  

The following are in HIGH need: 

Men’s pants sizes 28-34 and 44-48. Men’s shirts sizes M, XXL 

Men’s jackets sizes L, XL, XXL, XXXL 

Women’s pants sizes 20+ 

Women’s sneakers sizes 8 and above / Tube socks 

Men’s sneakers sizes 10 and above / Tube socks 

There is an ongoing need for the following: 

Men’s and Women’s casual clothing (gently used, no stains or holes) 

Men’s and Women’s jackets/coats (Men’s are in high demand) 

Undergarments (new only) 

Belts/Scarves/mittens/beanies/backpacks/totes/ponchos (no wallets or purses please) 

Shoes (Men’s are in high demand) 

Also, if you have crutches, walkers, canes, or manual wheel chairs you no longer need, they will be glad to 
take them. A tax donation letter is available upon request. 

This project is being coordinated through HAHO. If you have questions, please call Sharon or Jeanette. 
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~ Sunday Bible Readings ~   
 

                   

June 1                              June 8                       June 15          June 22                June 29 
Acts 16:16-34                    Acts 2:1-21               Prov 8:1-4,22-31       Isaiah 65:1-9       1 Kings 19-15-16,19-21 
Psalm 97                           Psalm 104:24-34,35  Psalm 8          Psalm 22:19-28   Psalm 16 
Rev 22:12-14,16-17,20-21  Rom 8:14-17              Rom 5:1-5                 Gal 3:23-29    Gal 5:1,13-25 
John 17:20-26                  John 14:8-17,25-27    John 16:12-15          Luke 8:26-39   Luke 9:51-62 

Going on now every Thursday, at 1pm in 
the library “Everybody Always”. 

Burrito Ministry 
Saturday June 21, 2025 10am. 
Please join us preparing or delivering 
burritos to those who are hungry. 
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From the Board of Parish Education  June 2025 

Kids three years through eighth grade meet in Moerer Hall at 11 am.  Visitors are always welcome!   

Sunday School: 

We ended our formal Sunday School year by having a game day celebrating all that we have learned 

this year.   

Our formal Sunday School class will be taking a summer break until Fall.  In its place will be the 

Summer Kids Music opportunity for our youth.   

Sunday School Special Offerings:  

Our offerings will be sent off to help the victims of the L.A fires this year. A check will be sent to 

Lutheran Disaster Relief and they will forward it to the appropriate area that will best meet the needs 

of those affected by this tragedy.   

Offering: Our June and July focus will be to help our neighbors by donating food for those in need! 

Donations will be delivered to the Food Bank at First Lutheran Church in Fullerton.  The need is 

great so please encourage your child to reach out to others in this way.  We appreciate your support. 

Study Buddies: Our Study Buddies program has concluded for this school year.  Thank you to all 

who participated in Study Buddies this year. It was a wonderful, successful year for all our learners! 

A huge thanks goes to all our tutors who eagerly gave their time and support to our youth: John 

Dobson, Steve White, Susan Wright, Denise Whitcher, Suzanne Dietrich, Mary Ann Carlson, and 

Ricki Fehr.  

Kids Summer Music: Starting Sunday, June 1 after the 10:00 Service             Learn the beat, 

rhythm, and music!  Kids will come to the Hall right after the service for goodies and then return to 

the sanctuary to gather around the piano.  Susan Wright and Denise Witcher will lead this special 

music opportunity. Don’t miss out!  Bring your friends!  

Compassion Day Camp---Vacation Bible School,  Saturday, July 12th 

• This summer we will have a One Day Saturday Day Camp! 

• Theme is “Compassion Camp:  Be Loved. Be Kind. Be You.” We will discover what it means 

for us to have compassion for all creation including people and places all over our world.   

• Please consider volunteering to help with either food, snacks, leading crafts, games, and 

activities.  It’s Great Fun! 

Please continue to pray for the spiritual growth of our youth and adults.                 

 Parish Ed Team 
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 EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 2025 COMPASSION DAY CAMP 
 

9 am to 1:30 pm SATURDAY, JULY 12 
 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
      150 N. Palm Street, La Habra, CA 90631  

  email: churchinfo@elclh.org   phone (562)691-0656  
 

    “Compassion Camp—Changing the world  
          with lovingkindness BY BEING A GOOD SAMARITAN” 

 

    Saturday,  July 12 9 am-1:30 pm  (includes lunch) 
                      Sunday,     July 13        10 am Worship with singing performance 

                      by compassion camp kids 
 
   

Children  Ages 3 (potty-trained) through those entering 6th grade 
Youth & Adults  Those entering 7th grade and up are welcome to volunteer 

 

Join us for Compassion Camp  
Changing the World with Lovingkindness by being a Good Samaritan 

      
          Please pre-register by Monday July 5, 2025 

        Cost is $5 per child or $10 per family  
 

Scholarships Available 
 

         Total Enclosed $ ___________            Apply for Scholarship           Yes / No 

NAME OF CHILD AGE 
GRADE ENTER-

ING 
Allergies 

    

    

    

    

EMERGENCY  INFORMATION 
 
Parent/Guardian Names  
 

Address  City   Zip  
 

Home Phone  Cell  Email  
 
Emergency Contact Name  Phone  
 

Relationship of Emergency Contact to Child   
 
In case of an emergency and we cannot reach you or an Emergency Contact person, does 
Emanuel Lutheran Church have your permission to make medical decisions for the above listed 
minor(s) until we are able to reach the parent or emergency contact person? 
 
                  Yes /No (circle)__________________________________         Date __________  
                                                     (parent/guardian signature) 

mailto:churchinfo@elclh.org
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        EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

 2025 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 

9 AM - 1:30 PM     SATURDAY,  JULY 12  
       “Compassion Camp—Changing the world  
               with lovingkindness  
  
Compassion Camp is where kids (3 years and potty trained through 

entering 6th grade) explore what it means to have compassion for others, ourselves, and the 
world. The Compassion Camp components bring the themes of compassion to life in unique and 
engaging ways for each participant as they explore how these themes relate to each session’s 
scripture.  

All entering 7th grade through adult are encouraged to volunteer with snacks, crafts, teaching a 
lesson, helping run games, or set-up/clean-up. Earn community service credit hours! 

 
If you are interested in being a volunteer helper, please fill out and return this form to 

Emanuel Lutheran Church   150 N. Palm Street, La Habra, CA 90631 
Email:  churchinfo@elclh.org    phone:  (562) 691-0656 

 

Contact the church office for more information.  God Bless! 
 
 

VBS Volunteer Sign Up Form  
 

Name   Jr. High / High School / Adult  (circle one)
  
Phone   Email:  
  
Preferred method of communication:   call / text / email  (circle preference) 
 
Emergency Contact Name  
 

Relationship to volunteer ___________  Phone __________________ 
 
Volunteer interest(s): 
 
   Small Group Leader/Assistant 

   Food Servers Assistant Chef 

   Donate Food  (head chef will contact you in July with food needs)  

   Registration Helper  

   Music and Opening 

   Games & Recreation  

   Crafts  

   Clean-up 

   Wherever I am needed 

 
Must be signed by parent/guardian for Volunteers under 18:   
In case of an emergency, and we cannot reach you or an Emergency Contact person, does 
Emanuel Lutheran Church have your permission to make medical decisions for the above listed 
minor(s) until we are able to reach the parent or emergency contact person? 
 

          Yes /No (circle)__________________________________   Date __________  

mailto:churchinfo@elclh.org
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  TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1 

Closed captioning is available on both YouTube and Facebook. 
  Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Instagram  

 

 Easy Ways to Support Emanuel Financially 
 

Thank you for your financial gifts to God through Emanuel Lutheran Church!!! 
 Below are 4 ways to give: 
 

• Entryway offering plate • “Giving” link online at www.elclh.org 
• Mail to the Church Office • Text dollar amount to 562-210-0007 

 

Our bank has recently notified us how checks must be written in order to be accepted.  We are asking for 
your assistance to avoid future checks being refused. 
 

• Checks must be made payable to EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (full name written out) 
• Checks are to be written using blue or black ink only (other colors not acceptable) 
• Make sure the number in the amount is the same as the amount written in words  

 

JOY CIRCLE IN JUNE 
Monday, June 16, 2025 

9:30AM - 11:00AM 
 

Hello ladies of Emanuel.  Thank each of you who attended last 
month’s meeting where we discussed the meaning of spiritual gifts.  I 

hope you each took the time to examine your gifts through looking at the 
assessment questionnaire.  More copies are available if needed. 

 
In June we will begin a new series entitled, “Where two or more are 

gathered: Flourishing in relationships” by Reverend Brooke Petersen.  
The June study is entitled, Relationships that form us: All in the family. 

 
Please plan to join us and know you are always welcome. 

  

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
http://www.elclh.org
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TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA 
LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church 
La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/
emanuel.lutheran.1 

 

Closed captioning is available on both  
YouTube and Facebook.  
Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Insta-
gram (emanuellahabra) for  upcoming events 

Emanuel Lutheran Preschool is 

now enrolling students!  

• Our Preschool is open all year-round. 
 
• We are a state licensed, non-profit 

organization dedicated to providing an 
atmosphere of love and acceptance in 
which all children are encouraged to 
develop to their fullest potential. 

 
• Our teachers are dedicated to support 

and inspire your child’s progress. 
 
• Daily activities include motor 

development, social skills and language 
skills to benefit your child at their 
appropriate level. 

 
If you or someone you know is looking for 
child care reach out to Preschool Director 
Jonine Sodders (562)694-5316 or email 
EmanuelPreschoolLaHabra@hotmail.com ~  Prayer  ~ 

God’s Word tells us it is the 
most powerful force God 

has entrusted to us! 
 

Have a prayer request for 
yourself or others? 

Call or email the church office and  
we will share it with the Prayer 

Team. 
 

Want to make time to pray  
with others?   

Consider joining the Prayer Group 
in person in the Youth Room or via 

Zoom 8:30-9:30 AM Saturday 
mornings. 

 

Want to be part of the Prayer 
Team?  

Contact the church office.  
Celebrating 12 years of meeting 

and praying together 

  Altar Flowers Donation 
We invite you to provide flowers for 
the altar on any Sunday Service!  
Sign up in the Narthex. On the 
Monday before flowers are 
expected, call Blooming Hills to 
order flowers. Cost will be $65.00 
paid to Blooming Hills Florist, (562) 
690-3347. Please take the flowers 
home after the service on Sunday, or 
they will be taken to a shut in that 
week. 
 
 
 

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
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 Pray For One Another June 2025 
    *** Save this for reference throughout the month. *** 

 

   “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 
 
 
 

Special Prayer Focus for This Month 
 

~ For June,  join us in praying that the community may know Christ. We believe that man’s 
greatest need is to hear and believe in the truth of the gospel. 

 

Continuing Prayers 

~ Dan Toussaint 
~ Celeste Templeton 
~ Justin Hambly and family, Maiju Hessel’s grandson in law 
~ Evelyn Snyder, friend of Jill Drummond 
~ Kathy Spangler 
 
If you have Prayer requests for the next eight weeks, please contact the Church office to add names.  

 
Assisted Living Centers/Homebound 

~ Shirley Jordan – Park Vista                                ~ Margaret Roberts    
~ Lee Reitzel – Emerald Court          

 
Friends and Family to Remember 

~ Lin Baesler, wife of Pastor Ron Baesler 
 
Remembering Those Who Have Died 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving  

 
 
~  For all God’s blessings, those we see and so many big and small ways God provides for our needs, 

often before we even know our need.  
 
~ Thank You, God, for those who are here to share these blessings this month, for the generosity of                          

our hosts that make this possible. Bless those who are here and those who are in our hearts, and all 
those who are not as fortunate.  

 

 
If you have prayer concerns to add to Emanuel’s list, please contact the church office at  

(562)691-0656.   
Once a month, names will be removed from the list that have been in print at least eight consecutive 
weeks (except those who request extended prayer). You are welcome to re-submit any names 
removed from the list, or you may remove a name at any time by contacting the church office. Thank 
you.  
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 Book of Ephesians 
 Wed 9-10 am in the Library 

**No experience needed!!** 
 
 

We are reading the book of Ephesians. Come join us in the Emanuel library 9 
a.m. Wednesday. Call or email the church office at churchinfo@elclh.org to 
receive the Zoom link if you can not make it in person. All you need is a 
computer, tablet or smartphone.  

Christ in Our Home 
Apr/May/June   
Now Available 

This quarterly devotional resource 
encourages us to live out our faith 
daily. Each reflective reading is 
accompanied by a daily scripture reference 
and prayer for the day that follows the 
Revised Common Lectionary. Booklets are 
available in the church entryway or office. 
Email churchinfo@elclh.org if you would 
like a copy mailed to you. 

mailto:churchinfo@elclh.org
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